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“Vom Eise Befreit”

“Vom Eise Befreit”, is a poem by the famous
German poet, Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
(1749-1832), from his “Faust”. Arnold Harris
has set these words about the loosening of
winter’s cold grasp on all of nature at the
beginning of spring in an engaging SATB
unaccompanied arrangement. The repeltition of
the word “belebenden” (lovely) cascading
through the sections, unifies the piece with this
key image of the beauly of spring.

Vom Eise Befreit (Goethe)

From the ice they are freed, the stream and
brook,

By the Spring’s enlivening, lovely look,

The valley’s green with joys of hope;

The Winter, old and weak ascend's

Back to the rugged mountain slope.
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